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PREFACE 


He Author, in the Courſe of his Con- 
verſation, having met with ſome Per- 
fons, who avowing the Principles ho oppoſes 
in the following Tract, have been forward to 
aſſu ne the Character of fyecthinters, might 
hive thereby been determin'd to ſuch a Ti- 
tle and Direction ot his Work. And as 1 
is to be fear'd, the Number is too great q 
thoſe who love a falſe Liberty both in A&= 
ing and Speaking, it is not to be wonder'd ar, 
ſou'd they endeavour to juſtity themſelves 
therein by fo ſpecious a Pretence as that of 
Freedom. A Privilege ſo undeniabie ta 
every Man, that without it none could poſ- 
libly be prais'd or condemn'd for any De- 
termination or Action whatſoever; but it 
muſt be imputed to that Power alone, whick 
impoſes a Neceſſity towards either Good 
or Evil; fo that in ſuch Caſe all Diſtincti- 
on of Vertue and Vice muſt ceaſe in our 
Apprehenſions of Morality, and human 
dociety lie in the greateſt and moſt deplorable 
Caatution for Want of it. Fer be ie there 


re 
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fore from any judicious or honeſt Perſon to 
endeavour to exclude or diſſuade any from a 
juſt Freedom in Speculation or Practice. 
But let thoſe who pretend to this, entire] 

ſatisfy themſelves that they have fully and 
ſincerely made Uſe of it, and that in their 
Enquiries they have faithfully collected and 
impartially conſider'd that Evidence the Na- 
ture of the Subject might have requir'd, 
or has afforded them. Thoſe who deny an 
eternal Exiſtence, Power and Providence, 
which hatli created and preſerveth tho 
World, ſeem neither to have obſerved Na- 
ture, nor conſulted that Reaſon, which yet 
ſome of them may much pretend to follow. 
Jo ſuch the following Confiderations, are re- 
commended by the Author; which deſerve 
to be read with Attention and Seriouſneſs, 
for the Good- Will, Sake and ſincere Views 
with which they ſeem to have becn written. 


The 


foll-wing Conſiderations ut on the preſent 
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The Author to the Reader. 


1 Author having been much 
preſs'd in Spirit to write the 


Subject and Occajion, begs they may be 
read with Attention, aud examinedwith- 
out Prejudice, He hofes the learned aud 
inzexious Reader will excuſe any Faults 
is Stile or Method, having Reſpect to 
the Sincerity of Inteation, which be 
profeſſes to have had in this Undor- 
taking; aud humbly trays that a Divine 
Bleſſing may attend it to the Sat isfacti. 
on and eternal Advantage of all whom, 
it ma) concern. | 
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"TJAVING had ſome Diſcourſe with 4 
young Man of bright natural Parts 
concerning another World, and of leaping 
out ot this into that in the Dark, which 
muſt needs be very dangerous; and fearing 
thar many take that great Leap out of this 
World into the next in that Manner, I have 
been induc'd to write theſe Lines. 

UPON which 1 cannot forbear immedi- 
ately asking, Whar Man in his Senſes will 
venture (naturally ſpeaking) to leap in the 
Dark he knows not where? Or into a Pit 
he knows not the Bottom of? To think of it is 
terrifying, and muſt needs ſhock any conſl. 
derate Free-thinker, 5 | 

NOW, tho' a Man having a bright Ge- 
nius, and a large Share of Natural Parts, 
may acquire much Literal and Natural 
Knowledge; yet for Want of a Spiritual 
Underſtanding, which is deriv'd from the 
Divine Spirit, he may greatly err concerning 
true Faith and Religion, and have no Ap- 
prehenſion of the eternal Kingdom and Judge 
ment of God, or of another World ; which 
it might be well for the Ungodly were not, 
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his divine and ſupernatural Light lights u 


639 
er were never to be at all: which were K 
to be fuppos d, yet to live virtuouily (as rhe 
Biſhop of Sarum obſerv'd to that great Li- 
bertine the Earl of Rocheſier) would be an 
Advantage to Men even in this World. 
BUT if there ſhould be an Eternal 
Righteous Kingdom (of which we may be 
internally and ſpiritually ſenſible) and a 
State of Life therein to come; then, O then 
whit will become of the Wicked, and all 
who forget God! and what Perturbation ot 
Soul muſt attend ſuch when under the Con- 
victions thereof they ſhall be ready to launch 
into Eternity; I beiccch thee, (O Soul) fert- 
ouſly to conſider before it be too late: 
IHE great Saviour of the World fays, 
the Kingdom of God is within you, Luk. 17, 
21. that is, inwardly and ſpiritually to bt 
known and petceiv'd. He alſo fays, 7 4 
the Light of the World, John 8. 12. Heb 


thro? this dark World to his {piritual an 
lorious Kingdom, where he rules and reigi 
in tranſcendent Mz jeſty and Brightneſs; if 
which his faith'al Subjects are in ſome Meal. 
ſure ſeuſible; Glory to the King of King 
for ever, 

AND that eminently wiſe Apoſtle Pal 
fays, be was ſent to turn Men from Darkneſs | 
Light; Darkneſs he calls the Powey of Sata 
and Light the Power of God. Now as a Mz 
molking in outward neſs is in — 
22 „„ | al 


U Danger of falling, not knowing whithet he | 
he gocth; ſo alſo a Man living and walking in 
i- ſpiritaal Darkneſs (which is the Power of 
an Sata, where the wondertul Power and Works 
of God cannot be ſeen nor underftood) maſt 
nal.ceds be in the greateſt Danger of falling 
be inte th: bottomleſs Pit of Perdition, where 
horrible Darkneſi and unutterable Miſery 
prevail for ever. Los 
al THE many bitter Cries, dreadful Shrieks, 
ond heavy Groans, which my Ears have 
Ou heard from ſuch dark Souls ready to depart 
| the Body, have been enough to convince me 
"Woof the Judgment of another World, tho' 
there had been no other Demonftration of it 
to me. May our fine Wits and ſpritely 
ouths concern'd repent in Time. Oh, oh; 
my Heart is pained for them; and my Soul 
mourns in ſecret for many of my former and 
latter Acquaintance, as I have alſo tender De- 
arcs for the Well-doing and Wellbeing f 
Mankind in Generall , 
IF any by duly thinking of theſe Things 
Ihou'd be awaken'd and convinc'd of their 
State, and their former evil Lives and wicked 
WW ragices; and have ſo much Light as to ſee 
ke Danger of living without Ged in the 


Fa 'orld; but be ready te conclude, that 
% there be indeed a righteous God, who 
- F ill reward every Man according to his Works, 
here can then be no Hope for them ſuch 
Dit retched Sinners. Oh Souls (if this be the 

— x Caſe 


> Caſe of any) look not at ſuch Thought, þ 
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which in the midſt of your juſt Appreheniiony 
Satan taking Advantage may thus ſuggeſt to 
| co who having got you deep already in the 
Mire of Sin, wou'd by ſuch Infuſions plunge 
you deeper both into Sin and Deſpa ir! 
BE it-remembred that Chrift died for Sin- 
ners, even the Chitf, (as Paul ſays,) and hel 
can make a Chiet Salut of a chief Sinner, s1 
appears in the Caſe of that Apoſtle by hi 
_ own Teftimony : God hath, and can do it 
though it be wonderſul! | 
WHEREFORE abide not in Darkneſs 
but repeat and turn to the Light of Lite! 
ſtrive and ſtruggle fer Life, the Life of Ged 
in the Soul of Man! turn ye to the Divine 
Light, turn to God who 1s Light, and in him 
is no Darkneſt at all! live and walk in the 
Light of God, which is far above the Light 
of human Reaſon; therein ſhall we have 
Fellowſhip with- the Father of Lights, and 
his Son Feſus Chriſt; whoſe Religion is Spiri- 
tual: God is a Spirit, aud they t bat worſhip him, 
(aright) muſt worſhiß bim is Spirit and Truth. 
60D muſt be worthipped in Thought; 
Word and Deed; that is, in all Things we 
ought to expreſs an humble Reverence and 
Adoration of the Sovereign Being, frequent ij 
meditating on his great Name; but all Evil 
and finful Thinking we muft refrain from with 
* Abhorrence, as diſpleaſing to him; and of 


rhe Devil that evil Spirit; and which indeed ig. 


. | 
b contrary to the true II and End of. 
om rete- Thinking; Which is a ſincere Exerciſe of. 
 roffthe rational Faculty, in order to diſtinguiſh 
theffberween Good and Evil, Truth and Falſhood, 
joefffiat we may chuſe and acknowledge the one, 
and avoid and reject the ether. And here it 
nay not be unfit to recommend the Care of 


in- n 
hell our Thoughts, from whence proceed our 
ai Words and Actions as naturally as good and 


ril Fruit from the different Seed ſown in the 
Earth. | 
AND as the trueſt and moſt ſublime. End 
ff thinking (which is the reaſonable Serviee 
fel! crery intelligent Creature) is the Con- 
zd emplation, Fear, and Adoracion of the Al- 
ine nighty Creator; ſo are we there too greatly 
acouraged by that Scripture of Aal. 3. 16, 
7, 18. which I am concern'd here to tran- 
Kcribe and recommend, and is as follows, Then 
bey that fear d the Lord ſ[pake often one to ano- 
her, and the Lord bearkned and beard it, aud a 
1k of Remembrance wes written before him for 
em that feared the Lord and thought upon bis 
lame. And they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord 
' Hoſts, in that Day whey I make up my Jewels, 
nd | will ſpare them as 4 Man ſpareth bis own 
that ſervetb him. Then ſhall ye return and 
iſcern between the Righteous and the Micted, be- 
weew him that ſerveth God, and him that ſerueth 
im not. l | 


cat and glorions a Reward is promis'd to 
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IN which Scripture we may obſerve her 
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thoſe that ſanctiſie the Name of the Lord; the 
Conſideration of which muſt needs raiſe their 
Leve and Admiration, and add to their pre- 

ſent Delight in ſuck holy Thoughts. | 
BUI on the Contrary it is 10 be fear'd, 
that evil Thinkers and Actors, when the 
Divine Spirit and Light wou d inſpire them 
with good Thoughts, or convince them of 
their Sins, endeavour to ſtifle or overcome 
ſuch Thoughts or Motions as wou'd awaken 
them to Righteouſneſs, cr reſtrain them trom 
Sin; and ſtrive by their natural Wit to reaſon 
the good Spirit out of their Souls; at the ſame 
Fime opening their Hearts tg the evil Spirit 
and his Suggſtions, which thy hug to their 
own Deſtruction. But indeed to judge rightly 
of theſe Things, it a Man have ever ſo much 
natural Wit and ftrength of Reaſon, it muſt 
be ſanctifed through his faithful Sub jection to 
the divine Will, and rais'd by divine Inſpi- 
ration; which as far ſurpaſſes human Reaton, 
as Heaven is above the Earth. M ay our Men 
of bright natural Thought think clearly and 
{erioally of this. This 1g evident in the Caſe 
of that great Apoſtle Haul, who was educated 
at the Feet of gamaliel, in the perfect Man- 
ner of the Law, yet by all his Knowledge 
could not juſtly diſtinguiſh concerning Keli- 
gion, but was 4 Perſecuter of the Church of 
Chriſt: But when his Knowledge and Spirit 
came to be ſanctified by the Grace and Spirit 


9. our Lord -Feſus ys then, and not till 
then, 


— — — 


( | 
then, he became of .. and good Uſe and 
Service to his Maker and Mankind. Then 
his Reaſon and Religion became Spiritual, 
who had not confer d with Fleſh and Blood, but 
514 been obedient to the beavenly Viſin, Gal. 1. 
16. and he ſays, (1 Cor. 15. 17.) If in this Life 
only we hae hope, we are of all Mrm mot 
miſcrable. So that his Hope and ExpeQation 
(as of all faithtul Believers) muſt have been 
of another Life, and the Kingdom of God 
hereafter; for here (lays he) we have no 


continuing City, but ſeek one to tome, Heb. 13. 14. 


And though the Condition of ſuch in this 
Lite is often expos'd to much Per ſecution and 
Frouble for their Faith's Sake towards the 
Name of God, and Teſtimony againſt this 
World, and the evil Spirit ruling therein; 
jet bleſſed be the moſt High, he gives them 
Strength, and the Aſſurance of his Favour, 
whereby they endureto the End, as well as that 
he refreſhes them with his outward Blefings & 
Comforts: So that they may well ſay with his 
ancient Servant Fob, Shall we receive Good at 
the Hand of tne Lord and net Evil? Job 2. 10. 
Thus Afflictions have been indeed uſually 
call'd, but they often in the Hand of God 
are Means of redeeming the Soul, and railing - 
up many excellent Vertues, when they are 

rightly ſubmitted to. 
BUT to return. I wou'd enquire what. 
Subje& we can poſſibly chuſe ſo worthy of 
our Meditation, or from whence fo ow 
; V. 


: | ” Ele) 
Benefit can redound both to Spirit aud Body 2. 
the Fear and Thoughts of Almighty God, 


which are in{pir'd by his Grace, lanctiiying 
our Hearts, thereby render us more fit to 


receive his Favours both to Spirit and Budy, 


which he wultiplics according to his Wiſuem 


and good Pleaſure ; and all our Faculties and 


Paſſions being redeem d and govern'd by the. 


Spirit of Faith, we ſhall poſſets and enjoy all 
Jhings! in a more regular aud excellent Man- 
ner. But who is there that hath not becu ſo 
great 2 Partaker of the ma ny B. eſfings, with 
which the infinite Creator filleth the World, 


kind, as not to be thereby oblig d to a con- 


and in an eſpecial Manner encompaſſeth Man- 


tinua! Acknowledgment thereof, and Remem 


brance of the great and n Author? 


the State theiefore of the Wicked and Re- 


belious is ſtigmatiz d in Holy Scripture with 


this Character in particular, that God is vet in 


all their Thoughts, Plal. 10. 4. And indeed 


tor this came his Judgment upon the eld 
World of the Ungodly ; who cannot be. 


ſuppos'd ever to have thought of the adorable 


Lord, ſince every Imagination and Thoug ht of- 


their Hearts were only. evil continually, as the 


Almighty himſelf hath complain'd, Gen. 6.5. 

BUT inttead of the Returns of Faith aud 
Love, how ſad a Conſideration, is it, chat 
there. ſhould among Men be found any ſo vile 
and fooliſh as ey — to deny the divine Exiſ- 
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tence, and the Eftects ot his infinite Power 
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in the external Creation, 
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© Name thereof may indeed be abus'd ; but 
© Reaſon itſelf, which concludes nothing 
without Evidence, can never declare in 
« Favour of a Propoſition, for which not 
© only none can appear, but againſt which 


| © this be diſpos'd for the Judgment of Rea- 


„Things have come by Nature; if thereoy- 
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15 „„ 
0 dad n affirm that 
all Things have come by Nature, without 
God or any ſupernatural Power! which evil 
Tenet foine have endeavour'd to juſtify and 
ſupport by natural Reaſon : ['** Wherein the 


« the whole World is full of it. But let 
©« ſon: When therefore it is aid, That all 


« we are to underſtand that natural Things 
« are ſeverally Self- productive; this will be 
« diſprov d by daily Experience, fur we may 
«© obterye, that they depend one upon anc- 
« ther, and upon various Cauſes for Pro- 
e duction and Subfiftenge, without which, 
« neither in a State of Nature could poſſi- 
« bly be. Bur if it be meant of the univer- 
„ ſal Syſtem of natura! Things collectively, 
© this will leſs be allow'd of many chan of 
ny Particular of them; becauſe that wou'd 
« ceitroy rhe Nature of a Self- productive 
% Power, which catinot be limited from be- 
e Ing infinite, and therefore can be but one. 
One infinite ſupreme Nature therefore en- 
« ly can have ſelf-exiſted, and muſt have 
been the ſupernatural Author & Power, by 
«© whom all other Beings have exiſted : which 
r « refutes 
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= 40 refutes the above Error, and ratiena Iy 
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«© proves and eſtabliſhes the great Truth in 
oc queſtion, *' 
And this the Chriſtien Religion teaches 
in the greateſt Perfection, that the Creator 
of all Things is God, an infinite eternal 
Spirit, who filleth all Things; who having 
been pless'd to manifeſt his eternal Power 
and Godhead in the viſible Frame of the 
Univerſe, beareth Witneſs of himſelf therein 
by his Providence and Judgments; and in e- 
very Soul of Man by his inward Inſpirations; 
eſpecially the ſincere Belicyer, in whom his 
Spirir dwells and operates. 

O that Men therefore would lift up their 
Minds and open their Hearts to him, when 


by his holy Spirit, he reproves them for Sinz 


and brings a Damp upon their Spirits for 
Evil! from which they woula perhaps, if 


they cou'd, run; or divert themſelres from 


the Senſe of it: but alas! there is no flecing 


from his Preſence, who is every where; nor 


avoiding his judgment, whoſe Kingdom 
comprehends all Things : (but Wo cſpecially 


is to them with —_—_ his Spirit ceaſes ſtri- 


ving |) Holy David certainly was very ſenſible 
of this, when he wrote that admirable De- 
ſcription of the divine Omnipreſence. Pal. 


139. 7 ver. to 12. Whitber ſhall J go from thy 


Spirit, or Wocther ſhall I flee from thy Preſence? 
if 1 aſcend upinto Heaven, thou art there : if 1 


mate my Bedin Hell, behold then art there. 1 


mn. <4a,.i- wn + 4 wi. WH ww rc. 


t 
| 


1 - 
, > TIS. 1 
- * = — - we. 4 X. 
” * 9 KS 
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1 take tbe Wings of the Mornings, and dwe &| | 


| the utter mo Parts of the Sea, even there ſha 

thy. Hand lead me, and thy rigt Hand fool. | 
« | bold me. If I ſay, ſurely the Darkneſs ſha —4 
rover me, eue the Night ſhall be Ligbt about — 
1, yea the Darkuefs bideth net from Thee; but 


the Ni2bt (hineth as the Day: the Darkneſs and 
the Lieht are bonb alike to Thre. With theſe 
Apprehenſions of the infinite Power and Pro- 
ſeace of the Almighty, I ſhall. paſs to the 
Relatien promis'd in the Title Page, which 
may here be properly inſerted. | . 
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MY Author was Fouathes Dickinſon, Mer: 
chant in Pbiladelpbia, who was preſent with 
the young Men, whom this extraordinary 
Providence befel, at Port- Royal in Jamaica; he 
are me the following Account. Two inge- 
c WW ious young Men (who were lately arriv'd at 
Jamaica from Londen, ) diſcourſing about 
Earthquakes, aſſerted that all Things eame 
by Nature; and fo argued thereupon that it 
5 brought Terror upon the Company, who 
were many at Dinner in an upper Room: 
that whilit this laſted, (to the Ia r 
of all preſent). the Earth began to move and 
tremble, which put moſt of them to flight i 
ſuch Haſte, that they ran one almott over 
another, ſome down Stairs, ethers leaping 


over the Balcony. But my Author ſaid, he 


i conkder'd that there wes ne running from 
c Pos 
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Divine Providence, and * the ſame Hand 
which moved the Earth was able to preſerve 
him; in which he truſted and was preſerv'd: 
and not only then, but at other Times, eſpe- 
clally among the Cannibals of Flor ida; as his 
Book of God's protecting Providence, & c. 
fignally evinceth. Thus as he continued with 
the young Men in the ſame Room (O terrible 
to relate, and my Heart and Hand tremble 
in the Writing thereof,) the mighty Hand of 
an offended God ſtruck theſe young Men 
with Death, and they fell down and never 
roſe more, being in all Appearance unprepar'd 
for ſo ſudden a Change. And how many 
other gay witty young People have been 


Fuddenly ſnacch'd away by Death, though 


perhaps not ſo immediately, nor in ſo extra- 
ordinary a Manner, ſeems worthy of Re- 
flection. The Author of this Account added, 
that he took up the young Men and laid em 
one upon a Bed, and the other upon a Couch; 


but that they never ſpake again after their 


Blaſphemy againſt God and his Works. -- 
Upon which I think it very natura! as well 
as neceſſary to remark, that this was indeed 
an eminent Inſtance of the juſt Judgment of 
God againit ſuch as deny his — Power 
and Providence in the Creation; with this 
terrible Circumſtance, that theſe unhappy 
Perſons were cut off in the midſt of their 


angodly Diſcourſe and corrupt Reaſoning; 
without ſo much Time afforded them as to 


AK 


| ( 19) 
ak Pardon and crave Mercy of a provok'd, 
Lord; which is very dreadful to conſider :. 
and I eſpecially recommend it to the ſerious 
Reflections of all ſuch as affect the Name of 
Free» Thinkers (as they are commonly diſtin- 
uithed) that they may no longer (under 
boch Pretence) abuſe their Underftandings 
with a Latitude of profane and evil Thinking; 
who, as they muſt needs be ſenſible, they 
have not confer'd the excellent Faculty of 
Reaſon upon themſelves; ſo they may as. 
certainly conclude they never recciv'd it to 
exclude his Exiſtence, Power and Providence 
out of the World, who gave it them; nor to 
employ it to their own Deſtruction, by ſuch 
a Perverſion thereof, which muſt inevitably 
be the Conſequence without timely and due 
Repentence ; but that they may apply them- 


ſelves to him for true Wiſdom, who 1s the 
eternal Fountain of it, who would direct all 
their Thoughts aright therein, then would 
they find a ſubſtantial and enduring Happi- 
neſs and Satisfaction in the honourable- 


Thoughts and Practice of true Religion and 
Vertue ; and that all vain and evil Thoughts 


of Mankind. 


LASTLY, if any Expreſſion in this ſhort 


Tract ſhould prove ſucceſsful to promote in 
ary Meaſure the Contempla tion ot the divine 


Being; the Conſideration of Man's 1 i 


G. 
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lirectly tended to the Miſery and Deſtruction. 
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| | ( 20 ) 
Him his Almighty Creator; or to convince 
but one Soul of the Error of his Thoughts 
and Ways; the Author will think hinitelf 
richly rewarded for his Endes vours, and 
reverently aſcribe the Glory 21d Praiſe to 
GOD, the prime Author and Mover of every 
| good Thing, who is worthy for ever, ö 


THE END. 
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T we duly conſider the Nature of Human 
1 Underſtanding, as we ſhell neceſſarily Ge 
led to admire the wondertyl Author ot {6 
excellent a Gift to Mankind, accerding to 
the Power and Extent thereof; ſo ſhall we 
he forced to acknowledge its ImperieCtion, 
not only where the Natures of Things exceed 
its Views, but alſo in tracing and explicat ing 
that Evidence which many of them afford; 
but eſpecially as ro its lufluence in a moral 
Reſpect, how ſubje& is it to be obſcur'd, and 
its Faculties diſabled by the Violence of thoſe 
Paſfionsand Affections with which human. 
Nature is too ordinarily agitated. So that 
Man cannot but want ſome extraordinar) 
Aſſiſtance; and lie under the greateſt Obli- 
gation to ſubmit eyery Faculty and Aﬀectien 
S | ln] 
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| (21) 
rinceſto the Direct ion and Diipoſal of that infinite 
ighes Poser and Wiſdom, which having ſo won- 
utelffierfa'ly conſtituted, can beſt preſerve, and 
and onduct him to a State of Happineſs. 
ſe to CAN it thea be thought uorighteous in the 
ven upreme Diſpoſer ot all Things, ſo to have 


aſhion'd our Natures, and ranged them 
though above many other Beings, yet) in 
uch 4 State of Dependance, as continually 
o expreis his Sovereign Power and Rectitude? 
ince by our entire Reſignation to his divine 
Hand, we may be transform'd to a greater 
icenels of him, and hare a Spirit and Na- 
ure luperinduc'd of divine Extraction from 
he Facher of Lights; whom to know and 
ont emplate through the Revelation of his 
on Jeſus Chriſt (Nis infinite Love to Man- 
Rind) is eternal Lite and ſupreme Happineſs. | 

WHICH M yſtery far above human Un- 
derftanding, he hath been pleaſed to reveal 
„Joey his Spirit, who ſearcheth the deep Things 
dt God, in order te work in us Faith in, and 
the higheſt Admiration of that exalted Name, 
ey whom he hath, viſited our low Eſtate, and 
prall would redeem it in him into the greateſt 
undſDigaicy it is capable of, The Particulars 0b 
oſewhoſe Incarnation, Paſſion, Reſurrection and. 
Aſcenſion into eternal Glory, though highly 
admirable, and which the bleſſed Apoſtle, 

who had been an Eye-Witneſs of his Glory, 
lays, the Angels defire to look inte, 1 Pet. 1. 12. 


dan none of them however be perverted to u 
Senſa. 


4 
. . 


. 


aſcend up where he was before. All which 
are agreeable to right Reaton, and appear 


End. And I am glad of this Occaſion tc 


7 5 therefore (or the divine Spirit by it 
Toflyence and Inſpiration) muſt be receiv'd 
and obey d as an infallible Oracle, if we 


(22) 
Senſe of being repugnant to Reaton ; becauſe 
not impoſſible to infinite Love cr infinite 
Power; who could abaſe himſelf from his 
Glory, and be made Fleſh in a Virgin; cou'd 
work all Miracles, and thegreateſt ot all, the 
railing himſelf from the Dead; and cou'd 


fo with Raviſhment co That enlightened and; 
fan&ified, eſpecially with the Evidence off. 
the holy Spirit the Comterter, which con- 
firmeth the humble Believer in the faving ) 
Faith and Knowledge of theſe Things to the 


diſtinguiſh to thee, (ingenious Reader! ) thath, 
thoug no dirine Iruths are contrary tc 
| A i 
natural Reaſon ; yet, as they far tranſcend nf. 
they are not comprehenſible by it, as othe 
Truths within the reach of its Capacity are: 
As no Nature below Man, ner qualified 
with Reaſon as he is, can poſſibly know af; 
he knows, Which Obſerration 1s not of the 
leaſt Importance to us: for if it therefore 
follows, that no Man knows tbe Things of God, 
but the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2. 11, then can 
no Man without the Revelation of the fame 
Spirit, know the Myſtery of that divine 
Poxer, by which he was created, and by 
which he muſt be eternally far'd and bleſs'd. 


would 


* 


23 ): | 
aue ould know and purſue thoſe Things whick 
0 Þnd to our prefent and future Happineſs; a8 
h Ins %o the Authority of the Holy Scriptures 
ou a> mitted to, as having procceded from the 
a 9 Grace, of which they faithfully teſtify, 
du dad of that which is neceſſary to be by us 
DICH iev'd and practis d. 07 Ong 
Dea THE Excellency and Neceſſity of which 
andy. ine Record to himſelf, Man certainly muſt 
© Feknowledge, when he conſiders, that That 
don one has given him an Account ef his own 
ou: rigin (which, what Man could have known?) 
Yd that he may ftill the better underſtand 
2.9 imſelf, of his Lapſe and Corruption from 
that hat Excellency and Glory of his Nature, 
41 in which he was created) by departing 
"From the Truth into a Fable and Notion of 
then Independancy ef Nature, and Sufficien 
© #$! Wiſdom without God. So that he is 
hed become as the Beaſts which periſh, as to the 
j b eceſſity of Diſſolurion to his Mortal Part , 
"Bad in his greateſt natural Honour may in 
hat Reſpect be compar'd to them, which is 
ufficient to humble him under the Senſe. of 
$ weak elementary State, with all the Glory 
ine nd Advantages that may attend It, 
12 BUT if Man will not be convinc'd of tho 
5 5 mperfection and Vanity of his Nature, by 
te Infirmities and Miferies to which it 1s 
4 entinually ſubject ; nor of the Glory of the 
erna! Majeſty, by the infinite Wonders 


fore 


* hereof, throughout the Univerſe; rejefting 


Teſtimony of Ne CL Senſes, of ever} 
reated Thing, and of | the Scriptures; 

Futh ; nor yer behold this Glory in 
Appearance o of the Saviour which be reveal 
in every. Conicieiice ; then muſt his Blindnef 
e concluded incurable, and his Deftructic i 
voidabls. 
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